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SUBJECT: DISASTER IN TENNESSEE 

1 . THE WHITE HOUSE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDENT TOLBERT ON FEBRUARY 25: QUOTE - DEAR MR. 

PRESIDENT: I HAVE HEARD THE SAD NEWS OF THE TRAGIC DEATH 
OF TWENTY-ONE OF YOUR CITIZENS AND OF INJURIES TO ONE 
HUNDRED AND FORTY OTHERS IN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AS A 
RESULT OF AN EXPLOSION WHICH OCCURRED WHEN A QUARTER 
MILLION GALLONS OF LIQUID FUEL EXPLODED IN A RESIDENTIAL 
AREA WHILE BEING TRANSFERRED FROM A RAILWAY TANKER WAGON 
TO ROAD WAGONS. THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF LIBERIA 

JOIN ME IN EXTENDING TO YOUR EXCELLENCY OUR HEARTFELT 
CONDOLENCES AND THROUGH YOU TO THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNOR AND PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AND THE BEREAVED FAMILIES. 

AS WE PRAY FOR THE PEACEFUL REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THIS DISASTER, IT IS OUR FERVENT HOPE THAT 
ALMIGHTY GOD WILL COMFORT THE BEREAVED FAMILIES AND RESTORE 
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TO PERFECT HEALTH THOSE AFFLICTED WITH INJURIES. WITH 
RENEWED ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION AND ESTEEM. 
SINCERELY, WILLIAM R. TOLBERT, JR. UNQUOTE. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE THE PRESIDENT'S 
RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE ON THE NEXT APPROPRIATE OCCASION. 
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NO FORMAL RESPONSE WILL BE SENT. 

CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONDOLENCE MESSAGES, RAILROADS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE056186 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EESVENDSEN:GAR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780099-1298 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978031 05/aaaadloz. tel 

Line Count: 65 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0d447bb8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3114358 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DISASTER IN TENNESSEE 
TAGS: PPDC, LI, (TOLBERT, WILLIAM R) 

To: MONROVIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0d447bb8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



